December 21, 2009

The Honorable Jan Brewer
Governor of Arizona

1700 West Washington

Phoenix, AZ  85007

Dear Governor Brewer:
Without your immediate help in vetoing budget cuts to Arizona State Parks, the Legislature’s current FY10 budget will force closure of virtually all state parks, shutting a system that serves more than two million visitors annually, while depriving local communities of some $266 million a year in parks-related income.

The cuts proposed in House Bill 2001 of the 5th Special Session are catastrophic to Arizona State Parks.  Fund Reductions and Transfers totaling $3,151,100 coupled with Fund sweeps of $6,088,700 will eliminate the agency’s ability to operate.  These cuts will force significant reductions in staff, thereby forcing a closure of much of the park system this fiscal year.  Without the revenues that open parks generate, the agency will be forced to dispose of much of the property that it currently manages.

While the Arizona State Legislature seeks $205 million in cuts to address the budget deficit, the proposed cuts to State Parks equates to 5% of your solution.  State Parks currently receives less than 1/10 of 1% of the overall state budget and NO money from the General Fund.  However, the park system’s positive impact on the state economy is more than $266 million, $22.7 million of which is direct state and local tax income. These cuts are NO SOLUTION!
To avoid this disaster, somewhere between $18 million and $22 million must be restored to State Parks – an amount accounting for about 1/10th of 1% percent of the state’s overall budget.  Not to provide such modest funding will effectively wipe out more than 50 years of taxpayer investment in buying, building and opening such heavily-visited places as Kartchner Caverns; Havasu and Alamo lakes and on the state’s west side; Slide Rock, Red Rock and Dead Horse Ranch state parks in northern Arizona; and Catalina, Oracle and Patagonia Lake state parks in southeast Arizona to name a few. 
If past Governors could keep parks open to Arizonans through 50 years of prior downturns, wars, gas crises and political turmoil, surely you can find the revenues to do so – especially given the great economic value, popularity and intrinsic worth of our state parks.

Sincerely,












