Slide Rock State Park

...originally the Pendley Homestead, is a 43-
acre historic apple farm located in Oak Creek
Canyon. Frank L. Pendley, having arrived in the
canyon in 1907, formally acquired the land
under the Homestead Act in 1910. Due to his
pioneering innovation, he succeeded where
others failed by establishing a unique irrigation
system still in use by the park today. This
allowed Pendley to plant his first apple orchard
in 1912, beginning the pattern of agricultural
development that has dominated the site since
that time. Pendley also grew garden produce
and kept some livestock.

As one of the few homesteads left intact in the
canyon today, Slide Rock State Park is a fine
example of early agricultural development in
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Central Arizona. The site was also instrumental
to the development of the tourism industry in
Oak Creek Canyon. The completion of the
canyon road in 1914 and the paving of the
roadway in 1938 were strong influences in
encouraging recreational use of the canyon.
Hence, Pendley followed suit and in 1933, built
rustic cabins to cater to vacationers and
sightseers. Link to Slide Rock State Park

Slide Rock State Park attracted 249,409 visitors in

fiscal year 2007. The total economic impact of
expenditures made by these guests, directly and

indirectly, is estimated to be $30 million, making the
park a critical component of the local economy. In
addition, tourism spending at this level supports an

estimated 422 jobs in Coconino County.
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%W profit organization that supports Arizona State Parks
STATE FARKS through advocacy, friend building and fund raising.
FOUNDATION www.arizonastateparksfoundation.org

Arizona State Parks Foundation is an Arizona 501¢3 non-

Arizona State Parks and historic sites make
up a significant portion of Arizona’s tourism industry.
Over 2 million people visited Arizona’s diverse state
parks in fiscal year 2007 generating $266 million in
economic impact, $22.7 million in state and local taxes

and supporting more than 3,300 Arizona jobs.



http://azstateparks.com/Parks/SLRO/index.html
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