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The Editor:


The Arizona Legislature last Friday carved another $9 million from the State Parks budget, despite warnings from the agency’s director that every park in the system might have to shut down next year from lack of operating funds.


Northern Arizona University has documented that the State Parks system serves 2.3 million people and annually delivers more than $266 million in economic benefits to the cities and counties where the parks are located, plus another $26 million in tax collections.   


So, for the sake of $9 million in state budget cuts, the Legislature is willing to throw away 30 times that much in economic rewards and tax benefits.   With that kind of mathematical skill prevailing at the Legislature, it’s no wonder the state is virtually bankrupt.



Let’s hope that Gov. Brewer is better at math and vetoes the Parks cuts.

Bill Meek, Phoenix

President, Arizona State Parks Foundation
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